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DREAMS. 
BY ELDER I. BIOKS. 


Where there is no vision the people perish.”—-Prov. XXII. 18. 


Ir is the belief of the Latter-day 
Saints that every person who keeps 
the commandments of God is entitled 
to inspiration or counsel from heaven 
for his individual guidance, not only 


when engaged in the work of the 
ministry, but also in ordinary occupa- 
tions, Among other agencies em- 
ployed, at times, by the Lord to com- 
municate His directing counsel to His 
people, visions and dreams have been 
somewhat prominent, They do not 
belong to any particular age, but have 
characteri 2 dispensation which 
the Lord has established in the earth. 
The Old Testament relates a number 
of inspired dreams, and the most of 
them required inspiration to inter- 
ret them correctly. Joseph, the be- 
oved son of Jacob, had two prophetic 
dreams when a mere lad, and when 
he told them in boyiah — carry to 
his doubtless without any 
knowledge of the important meaning 


151 oom: he was rebuked by 


ed by his brethren. | deration. 


and perhaps many other scornful 
names. They thought, too, to evade 
the 8 of their fulfillment 
when they sold him into Egypt. But 


we may learn from their verification 


the futility of the efforts of puny man 
to thwart the the Al- 
mighty. After Joseph was taken into 
Egypt, he was cast into prison throu 

the machinations of Potiphar’s wife, 


and subsequently the king’s butler 
and his baker were also thrown into 
rison with him. Each of the latter 


a simple dream, and in fulfillment 
of the interpretation given 
Joseph, one was restored to his office 


on 


| 
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in the house of Pharaoh, and the other 
was hanged upon a tree. 
Pharaoh, the King of Egypt, also 
dreamed two dreams, and 1 think if 
they had occurred to some of the peo- 
ple in these days they would not be 
apt to attach any importance what- 
ever to them, but they would regard 
them as wholly unworthy of consi- 
Although Pharaoh dreams 
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they were invested with the utmost 
importance relative to the N 
of the people of the times in whi 
he lived, and they were instrumental 
in pointing out a way of temporal 
salvation, not only to his own nation, 
but also to the house of Israel. 


One of the most important dreams 
related in the Bible is that of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s, which was in ted 
by the Prophet Daniel (Dan. ii] It 
is now over a hundred years 
since that great King of Babylon had 
the dream referred to, and we can 
trace its fulfillment in the history of 
the world down through all the suc- 
ceeding centuries to our day. The 
last great event 2 in this 
dream refers to the latter times, and 
shows that the God of heaven would 
set up a kingdom which would break 
down all other kingdoms and stand 
forever. This is the kingdom that it 
was the mission of Joseph Smith, jun., 
to establish, and which the Latter- 
day Saints are laboring to build up. 


Dreams also characterized the open- | is 


ing of the New Testament dispensa- 
tion. After the birth of our Savior, 
the wise men who came from the east 
to see Him,.were warned by a dream 
to return to their own country by 
another way, thus avoiding the wicked 
King Herod, who sought the life of 
the young child. Joseph, the reputed 
father of Jesus, was warned in a 
dream to take Him and His mother 
and flee into t in order to pre- 
serve the Savior’s life. When Herod 
was d Joseph was told in a dream 
to take Jesus and His mother and 
return to the land of Israel The 
Lord said, by the mouth of His Pro- 
het Joel, speaking of the times when 

should be gathered in the last 
days: “I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophecy, your old 


will. 
to li esteem the gifts of 
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men shall dream dreams, your young 
e often pray for the gi ) 
and when He bestows them upon us, 
we are sometimes unaware, it seems 
to me, that we are in possession of 
them. We do not try to make our- 
selves understand the whisperings of 
the Spirit, nor do we always endeavor 
to distinguish between dreams in 
which there is an inspired meani 
and others to which there is no s 
importance attached. And too often, 
also, when a manifestation has been 
received, we are very anxious to tell 
it to our neighbors, that we may re- 
ceive the praise of men. There is no 
fear that ’s people will not receive 
more and still more of His blessings 
just as fast as they pre them- 
selves for them, and learn how to use 
them in accordance with the Divine 
ill. We should be very careful * 
or 


we can never be saved in His kingdom. 
Now, in conclusion, I will say there 
often more significance in our 
than we imagine. How often 

do many of us, as we journey along 
through life, meet with incidents that 
seem as though they had come within 
the scope of our knowledge or obser- 
vation at some former period of our 
existence? How often in ing over 
a new country, do we mark the famil- 
iarity of the scenery around us, and 
‘say to ourselves, “It really seems 
that I have seen this place before!” 
And shall I be called visionary, if I 


say, perhaps it has been shown to 

us in a dream, and has been for- 

1 of the King of 
bylon. 


Let us encourage the good Spi 
and strive earnestly for the best te 
Live good, honest lives, and the re- 
ward of our actions here shall be life 
eternal hereafter. ; 


— 


THE MORMON QUESTION. 
— — 


THE report 


of the Governor of the ; of interest to 


— oo inasmuch as a 
Territory of Utah for 1888 has re- large majority of the immigrant con- 


cently been 
15 r of 


blished by the Minister | verts to Mormonism come from the 


Kingdom. In 1880 the inha- 


— and | United 
contains a great deal of information | bitants of the Territory of Utah num- 
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bered about 144,000, of whom 44,000 
were born out of the United States. 
Of these England contributed near! 
one-half, Denmark, Sweden, Scotland, 
Wales, and Ireland coming next in 
the order named. Since 1880, nearly 
15,000 Mormon immi ts have set- 
tled in Utah, almost all of them being 
British and Scandinavian. This im- 
migration would not of course con- 
tinue if Utah were not a thriving ter- 
ritory, and the Governor reports that 
1888 has been a year of material pro- 
gress and prosperity. The railroads, 
which form one of the great a 
between the east and the Pacific are, 
no doubt, in a great measure the cause 
of the —_ of the cities of Salt 
Lake and Ogden, and the traffic within 
the boundaries of Utah shows an in- 
crease of 25 per cent. over last year. 
Labor is in demand and wages 
are consequently high. Carpenters, 
plumbers, masons, and bricklayers 
earn from to $44 a day—that is 
to say, from about £4 to £5 a week 
of six working days. Laborers com- 
mand $2 a day, and farm hands earn 
from $30 to $40 a month, with board. 
The appearance of Salt Lake City on 
a sunny day in the late autumn gives 
impression that it is the home of 
a thriving and prosperous community. 
The well-built streets, planted with 
trees, lined with handsome shops; the 
substantial private houses, standing 
in grounds surrounded with luxuriant 
—— and the areas under 
tivation stretching from the spurs 
of the Rocky Mountains to the shores 
of Salt Lake, have not the appearance 
of being the handiwork of a commu. 
nity which in its domestic relations is 
controlled by customs of a degrading 
tendency, and in its public economy 
is subject to a despotism as debasing 
2 * is absolute. The —— of 
e Mormon sway is qui ming 
— the past, and possibly be- 
fore neral ison’s presidency 
has come to a close the United States 
Government will have found a means 
of effectually disestablishing the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints.” 
The Mormon no doubt, com- 
pare fa with other pioneer 
communities in religious devotion, 
. „ and even 
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morality, according to their polyg- 
amous standard; but the United 
States Government says: “ Not all 
the sacrifices of the early settlers, had 
they been the most glorious ever re- 
corded in history, not all the virtues 
of Christian civilization, though this 
people them all, nor the 
surrender of the whole population to 
a willing om, could justify the 
despotism of the Mormon system to a 
people who have known the blessings 
of a free Government.” Ino the Mor- 
mon polity established 40 years ago, 
and governing the inhabitants of the 
territory of Utah with absolute sway, 
the unity of the Church and the State 
has been indissoluble under the com- 
plete control of a priesthood, assuming 
& supreme theocratic power, both in 
matters of faith and morals, and in 
all civil, political, and commercial 
affairs. The Church has become an 
enormous commercial organization. 
It has exacted from the Mormon peo- 
— millions of dollars in tithes; it 

as constructed gas- works, street 
tramways, telegraph lines; it runs a 
theatre; it owns farmlands and coal 
mines, and is profitably engaged in 
stock raising. One of the great sights 
of Salt Lake City is “ Zion’s Co-oper- 
ative Mercantile Institution,” which 
does a business of $4,000,000 a year, 
and has branch houses all over the 
Territory of Utah, all of which are 
decorated with the Mormon device, 
an all-seeing 00 and inscribed with 
the motto, “ Holiness to the Lord.” 
It is needless to say that there are 
very rare instances of outsiders being 


employed in any capacity in these 


great commercial 2 The 
political power which Utah enjoys is 
that which is common to the terri- 
tories which have not been promoted 
to be States in the Union, and in the 
administration of the local govern- 
ment, the way of advancement has 
been closed to all not of the faith. 
Contests for public offices are rare, as 
the large majority of the people are 
willing to submit without question to 
the authority of the Church in such 
matters; and the Church has deter- 
mined the policy of the civil Govern- 
ment and administered the affairs of 
the territory through its nominees in 


in | the territorial, county, and m 
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verning bodies. 

The question of Mormonism is con- 
stantly coming to the front at Wash- 
ington in consequence of the claims of 
Utah to be promoted to statehood. 
Now, supposing that the Mormon 


community were governed on princi- 


les consonant with the ideas of mo- 
ern civilization, even in that case 
such an imperium in im 
been described could not be tolerated 
by any Government. But the Church 
of Latter-day Saints holds principles 
which cannot be — , and the 
affairs of the community are conduct- 
ed on the lines of a polity which tend 
to the enrichment and aggrandize- 
ment of the few at the expense and 
degradation of the many. Congress 
has passed laws suppressing polyg- 
— — its practice a crime, and 
disfranchising polygamists. The 
death-blow to the system has proba- 
bly been delivered; it is now penal 
for a Mormon to live maritally with 
more than one woman; the second 
and third wives have to be kept clan- 
destinely in separate houses, and a 
in fact, relegated to the position o 
mistresses, while the ceremony of 
sealing wives to the faithful has now 
to be performed secretly. The polyg- 
amous — of bad as 
is, is perhaps not the worst part o 
the system. The chief evil is the 
strength of an organization which 
permits its leaders to amass great 
wealth by playing upon the credulity 
of a hard-working, frugal, and igno- 
rant population. When 1 spoke of 
the industry and morality of the 
Mormons, I referred to the mass of 
the people. The elders of the Church 
are probably as astute and unscrupu- 
lous a gang of scoundrels as ever 
peeves upon their fellow-creatures. 
he United States Government is 
to —— their 
ngs, an aimed a blow at 
the commercial power wielded by the 
Mormon Ch by enacting laws 
limiting the extent and the uses of 
property to be acquired and held by it. 
A few days which I recently spent 
in Utah gave me a very good idea of 
the power and the wealth of the 
Church. Salt Lake City is full of 
evidences of the opulence of its ruling 
citizens. The 100 miles of streets 


perto as has | bee 


which it contains, traversed by 300 
miles of telephone wires, show the 


commercial prosperity of the 

Side by side with the fat ra 
ernacle, which can accommodate un- 
der its dome a congregation of more 
than 9,000, is rising the temple, which 
was commenced 35 years ago, and 
upon which $4,000,000 have already 
n expended, so some idea of. the 
costly magnificence of its architecture 
may be gathered. I spent a Sunday 
in Salt City for the —— of 
attending a service at the Tabernacle. 
In all the vast congregation there can- 
not be seen one countenance which 
does not bear the imprint of stolid 
ignorance and of impassive degrada- 
tion, excepting on the great dais where 
the elders of the Church are seated. 
The majority of the men look like 
mechanics of a very unintelligent 
type; the women are not, as might be 
expected, more numerous than the men; 
all of them, oldand young, are haggard 
and careworn, and there is not only 
no vestige of beauty to be found among 
them, but not a single face or figure 
which could be described as decently 
comely. The Sacrament was admin- 
istered, and to one accustomed to the 
orderly ritual of the Anglican or Ro- 
man Church, it was a most blasphem- 
ous performance. After the sermon 
had commenced, several of the elders 
seated below the preacher at a tuble, 
which was covered with metal goblets 
and baskets, commenced busily to 
break large quantities of bread. 
When this was done the preacher’s 
coat tails were pulled and he sat down 
for a moment while another elder pro- 
nounced the consecration prayer. The 
baskets of broken bread were then 
handed round to the seated congrega- 
tion while the sermon proceeded. 
All partook of it including children, 
who seized handfuls of it, which they 
ate during the remainder of the ser- 
vice. The same business was repeat- 
ed with the cups, which, however, 
contained water instead of wine. The 
preacher on the day when I was pre- 
sent was Brother nzie, a well- 
preserved, shrewd-looking person with 
a white moustache of the type of a 
‘cute Yankee showman. He quoted 
Paley’s “Evidences” to his and 
asked them to apply the same rules 
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by which the truth of the Christian 
religion was tested to the testimony 
of “God’s prophet, Joseph Smith. 
He em — the proposition that 
the enduring of persecution was evi- 
dence that the persecuted believed in 
the truth of the faith for which they 
suffered; and he propounded the in- 
— dilemma that either Joseph 

mith was inspired by God when he 
prophesied tribulation for his follow- 
ers or else that the United States 
Government was in collusion with the 
founder of Mormonism. The sermon 
was concluded with an appeal to the 
faithful not to discontinue their vol- 
untary tithes in spite of the threat- 
ened confiscation by the Government. 
To my great satisfaction I heard that 
this frequent appeal is often disre- 
garded now, and that the elders are 
experiencing much difficulty under 
the new regime in collecting their 
plunder. us 

Not that Mormonism is dead. The 
immigration, though reduced, still 
goes on, and during the past month of 

ovember reports have arrived of 
active propaganda work in the South- 
ern States, Only the other day three 
elders brought into Utah 50 converts 
from Alabama, 18 of whom were girls, 
and only nine of the whole party 
could read or write. Elder Smith, 
the leader of this band, who is des- 
cribed as a man of intelligence, said 
to a correspondent who interviewed 
him—“ We have met with much op- 
position in the Southern States, but 
Alabama and East Tennessee have 
been our most fruitful fields. We 
have been denounced and threatened, 
and a number of our elders have been 
whipped, tarred and feathered, but we 
go on quietly making converts to the 
true religion of the Latter-day Saints. 
We have elders in various sections of 
the Northern and Western States, and 
a number in Europe, but recently we 
have been concentrating our forces in 
the South, as we have met with great- 
er success in this section than in any 
other part of the world. Every few 
months we gather at Chattannooga, 
Tenn., and Birmingham, Ala., all con- 
verts who wish to go to Utah, and 
there they are given transportation. 
We have in the two States of Alabama 
and Tennessee nearly 40 flourishing 
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mission stations. We are adding 
10,000 converts to Mormonism annu- 
ally, and the United States Govern- 
ment will in time be compelled to ac- 
cord our Church equal rights with 
other religious societies. e have no 
idea of transferring the headquarters 
- our Church to Mexico. o are 
ocating many converts in — 1 
Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming, an 
will soon be as strong in those terri- 
tories as in Utah. e work among 
country people and in sections remote 
from towns and cities to escape —— 
cution, not that we fear intelligent 
discussion or investigation of our re- 
ligion. We have so long been grossly 
misrepresented by the newspapers 
that we are fully aware of the preju- 
dice against us which exists every- 
where, 

The people of Tennessee sometimes 
have recourse to stronger means than 
even tarring and feathering. Two 

ears ago two elders were deliberately 
killed while on a mission, and to this 
day the murderers have never been 

rosecuted. Another report from 
Tennessee and Virginia says— The 
prolific field for most of the Mormon 
elders is in the mountainous districts. 
The native mountaineer is usually 
poor, and when he hears of the great 
possibilities for an easy and happy 
life in Utah, it does not take long to 
convert him to the Mormon faith. 
The women especially are easily per- 
suaded. When once convi that 
Mormonism is right, they cannot be 
turned aside from their purpose to 
seek a home in the Far West. The 
Mormon elders have made over 1,500 
converts in this immediate vicinity 
within the past ten months, and have 
their work so well systematised at 
present that about every 60 days the 
take from 200 to 500 people to Salt 
Lake as the result of their labors. 

Persecution fails to kill even the 
most lamentable and least logical of 
beliefs. The propaganda in Tennessee 
is — in face of a law which 
prohibits Mormon missionaries from 
openly advocating their doctrines. In 
Idaho the members of the sect are 
disfranchised from voting. This is a 
territory contiguous to Utah, and one 
way to solve the Mormon problem has 


been suggested by a readjustment of 


— 
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the boundary lines of the territories. 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, and 
Dakota are agitating to be promoted 
into States, and it is proposed, in con- 
nection with their admission, to dis- 
member Utah, adding a part to Colo- 
e a part to 
Idaho. 

Meanwhile the Mormons are very 
active in their struggle for existence. 
One of their minor methods is the 
printing of certain “facts” and opin- 
ions about Mormonism on the back of 
envelopes, which are sold at a cheap 
rate, of which I Bapurd 
receiv notes the saying o ar 
Taylor, “We must — that Salt 

e City is one of the most orderly 


and moral places in the world. The 


Mormons, as a people, are the most tom · 
perate of Americans. They are 

and laborious; and what they have 
accomplished in so short a time will 
always form one of the most remark- 
able chapters in our history.” There 
is no doubt that this is true as regards 
the bulk of the Mormon population. 
The drinking bars and saloons now 
found in Salt Lake City have been 
introduced by the Gentiles, and it is 
a problem well worth solving how to 
emancipate this simple people from 
the despotism under which 
without corrupting them with in- 
fluences of modern American civilisa- 
tion.—London Morning Post. 


THE RELIA 


— 0 


BLE MAN. 


[SELEOTED. ] 


Or all the qualities that combine to 
form a character, there is not 
one more important than reliability. 
Most emphatically is this true of the 
character of a good business map. 
The word itself embraces botb truth 
and honesty, and the reliable man 
must necessarily be truthful and 
honest. We see so much all around 
us that exhibits the absence of this 
crowning quality, that we are tempted, 
in our bilious moods, to deny its very 
existence. There are, neverthel 
reliable men—men to be depende 
upon, to be trusted, in whom you may 
repose confidence, whose word is as 
good as their bond, and whose pro- 
mise is performance. If any one of 
ou know such a man, make him your 
iend. You can only do so, however, 
by assimilating his character. 
The reliable man is a man of 
judgment. He does not jump at con- 
clusions. He is not a frivolous man. 
He is thoughtful. He turns over a 
subject in his mind and looks at it 


all around. He is not a ial or 


one-sided man. He sees through a 
thing. He is apt to be a very reti- 
centman. He does not talk a great 
deal. He is a moderate man, not onl 

in habits of body, but also of mind. 
He is not a passionate man; if so by 


nature, he has overcome it. He is a 
sincere man, not a plotter or schemer. 
He does not = rashly. What 
he says may be relied on. He isa 
trustworthy man. You feel safe with 
your property or the administration 
of affairs in his hands. He is a watch- 
ful, vigilant man. You feel secure 
within his protection. He is a brave 
man, for his conclusions are logically 
deduced from the sure basis of truth, 
and he does not fear to maintain 
them. He is a good man, for no one 
can be thorougly honest and truthful 
without bein . Is such a quality 
attainable? Most assuredly so. It is 
not born, it is made. Character may 
be formed, therefore its — 
parts may be moulded to that forma- 
tion. But this process should com- 


| mence early in life in order to be 


eminently successful. No system of 
training for — is complete without 
teaching habits of reliability: 

this source arises one of the t 
advantages of a practical iness 
training for a boy, when it is proper! 
conducted. During every step in his 
course of instruction, he is forcibly 
reminded that the law of success de- 
mands reliability, application and per- 
sistence. 


To e man with s disposition bent towards melancholy the choicest of earthly blessings 
cannot bring happiness. Over the contented mind fate has no power for harm. 
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FiA OTS AND EVENTS. 


— 0 — 


The distress prevailing in many parts of the interior of China is reported to be increas- 
ing in intensity. 

The Bondholders of the Panama Canal will hold a meeting, January 29th, to discuss 
the eourse they shall pursue in view of the company’s difficulties. 

The best way to stop the murderous marauding of the White Caps” is to put a black 
cap on a few of the ruffians— with a noose under it.— The New York World. 

A “ Black Cap” organization has been effected in some portions of the United States. 
Its object is protection against, and retaliation upon the White Cap” league. 

An earthquake was felt in Washington and Warren counties, New York, Dec. 19th, 
at 5-45 in the morning. It lasted four seconds. Buildings were violently shaken. 

A Daily News Constantinople telegram says distressing tales of shipwrecks, almost 
exclusively of sailing vessels, continue to arrive daily from the Black Sea. Hundreds of 
lives have been lost during the past fortnight. 

The town of Cochin, on the Malabar coast, was nearly destroyed by fire recently. Only 
one of the oil factories escaped. Messrs, Aspinwall’s, Brunton’s, Volkart’s, and Grieve’s 
cocoanut oil yards were totally destroyed. The loss is estimated at £200,000. 

During the week, ending Dec. 28th, twenty-one British vessels were reported as ship. 
wrecks, also twenty-four foreign vessels. Eight British sailers were wrecked off the 
coast of the United Kingdom, and three British vessels were reported lost with all hands- 

Merwominzz, Mich., Dee. 23rd.—The town of Hermansville, in the Upper Peninsula, 
forty-seven miles north of here, has been entirely destroyed by fire, as told briefly in this 
morning’s World. Hermansville is a lumbering settlement at the crossing of the Meno“ 
minee division of the Chicago and Northwestern and the Sault Ste. Marie Short Line 
railroads. It is in Spaulding Township, Menominee County, and had a population of 
about 400. 

Advices from Nicaragua states that a serious earthquake has occurred in Costa Rica. 
The shocks commenced on the 29th of Dec. at San Jose, the most severe occurring on the 
following day at Alajuela, where eight persons were killed and many injured, while the 
churches and principal buildings were all badly damaged. This seismic disturbance is 
supposed to have been caused by the unusual activity in the volcano Poaz, which is in 
the vicinity of the town. 

An account is given —“ the first account by a European eye-witness”—of the recent 
Yellow River inundation, and the frightful consequences. The force and volume of the 
stream that has burst the bank may be gathered from the fact that it rushed through a 
gap about 400ft. wide at a rate of eight or nine miles an hour, and to the depth of 100ft. 
The resulting misery to the inhabitants is such as no European catastrophe of the kind 
can give any idea of. A million of lives are calculated to have been lost, and it is 
believed that the Government is now feeding 1,117,000 refugees.”—Liverpool Post. 

Within a day or two of the date of the disaster to the steamer, John Hanna, on Christ- 
mas Eve, the steamer Kate Adams burned on the Mississippi, near Commerce. Des. 
patches referring to the catastrophe say: The loss of life is not yet definitely known, 
and the prospects are that the exact number who were drowned will never be accurately 
stated. Out of a party of fifteen white laborers which boarded the steamer below Friar’s 
Point, only two are said to have been saved. If that be true, and there are no means of 
substantiating the fact, the loss of life may reach sixty, as many negroes who were on the 
lower deck lost their lives in attempting to swim ashore from the stern of the burning 
steamer. The Kate Adams had the record of the fastest time, and was the steamer that 


senvered and wile from West to this occasion 


of his visit to the South.” 
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THE MORNING POST ON “MORMONISM.” 


— 


Taz London Morning Post has recently published an article entitled “ The 
Mormon Question,” which is obtaining a wide circulation in this country. 
We give the article complete in this week’s issue of the Star, acknowledging 

our indebtedness to the Liuerpool Mercury for our copy. 

There is much of the Posts article which is written in a spirit of manifest 
fairness; but it also contains statements that reflect very unfavorably on the 
~{ Mormons” and their system of religion. For this, and other reasons, we 
purpose to review what the Post has published. 
With respect to the moral character of the “ Mormon” ‘people, there are not 
many of their most bitter enemies even, who do not accord to them 4 high 
rank in the scale of practical ethics. 


Mr, Bayard Taylor says of them: 

We must admit that Salt Lake City is one of the most orderly and moral 
the wold. the most tem of 
ericans, and what they have accomplished in so short a time will al 
form one of the most remarkable chapters in our history. 
The Post thus quotes Mr. Taylor, and then remarks: 
There is no doubt that this is true as regards the bulk of the Mormon popu- 
lation. The drinking bars and saloons now found in Salt Lake City have 
been introduced by the Gentiles, and it is a problem well worth solving how 
to emancipate this simple people from the despotism under which they live, 

without corrupting them with the influences of American civilisation. 
Fhe Post offers no solution of the problem, it has propounded, for. the 
regson, we presume, that it has none to give. In this respect it is like thou- 


sands of others who have considered the “Mormon Question in the same 
humanitarian light. The would-be reformers see no safe way of ridding a 
people of a certain system of morals which it is popular to affect to despise, 
without haying them adopt principles of another system which every honest 
man must despise more. No one can set forth more happily than the P 

has done how much better moral results arise under the so-called despotism 
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of the Mormon system, than under the liberty of the American system. 
Granting, for argument’s sake, that the Mormon” system tefdespotie, we ask 
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the Pos, if a despotism which elevates, and, hence, necessarily ennobles 
human character, is not preferable to a system of liberty which debases 
human beings and makes them ignoble? The end of all government should 
be te bring about just such a state of society with [respect to temperance, 
industry, chastity, and pure morality, which the Post admits prevails among 
the *“ Mormons,” and it will puzzle any rational being to suggest a justifying 
reason why pure and virtue-loving men should desire any change in the form 
of a government which has produced the highest moral results—which has in 
fact attained to a position nearest the end for which all just governments 
are designed. 
With respect to Church government, which, in the case under considera- 
tion, the Post is pleased to term despotic, we must ali admit that a system of 
government is just as necessary to put into practical operation a code of 
Divine laws, as it is to carry out a system of secular laws; and it is a contra- 
diction of fact to assume that laws and governments are not adapted to each 
others. Does not the Post know that the despotic government of Russia is 
perfectly adapted to the despotic laws which prevail in the realm of the 
Czar? Does not every individual, who possesses ordinary intelligence, know 
that the wholesome laws of England can not be put into successful operation 
under a regime of dietatorst The laws and principles of freedom, if intro- 
duced into a despotism, will revolutionize it, and transform it into a free 
institution; and, again, reversing the conditions, we shall have a free govern- 
ment reduced to a despotism. These are truths very apparent, and they are 
just as applicable to forms of Church governments as they are to others of a 
secular character. Catholicism has a system of ecclesiastical government 
adapted with the most exquisite nicety to the laws, principles, rites and ordi- 
nances of the Catholic religion. If this were not so, there could be no sys- 
tem of Catholicism extant. Church government among the Protestant sects 
differs from that which prevails in the great Catholic body, because the Pro- 
testant principles vary greatly from the Catholic; and the same principle of 
adaptability holds good when applied to the “Mormon” system of Church 
government. The proper way, then, in which to make clear that the ecclesi- 
astical polity of the “ Mormons,” in and of itself, is bad and, despotic, is to 
demonstrate that the principles which gave rise to that polity are also bad 
and despotic, for principles, we must understand, give rise to governments, 
not governments to principles. But the fruits of Mormonism” being good, 
which fact is acknowledged by the Post, that journal has effectually barred 
its own way to prove that Mormon” Church government per se is bad. A 
government founded on good principles—on principles of morality—is a good 
and moral government. It can not be anything else. The alleged despotism 
of “ Mormonism” is a simple ipse diæit of the Post, and of others, and should 
avail nothing with candid minds. Let it be proven that we are in error 
respecting the assertion that laws and the governments which spring out of 
them have no adaptability for each other—let it be shown that an unjust gov- 
ernment per se arises from the administration of good and moral laws, and 
then the Post may find some justification for slashing away at the “ Mormon” 
system of Church government. 

We will now consider the alleged attitude of the American {people towards 
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the “ Mormon” Ohurch polity, which is a position that the Post apparently 
In ita article the United States 


Wot all the sncrifices of the eat settlers, had they been the most declan 
ever 2 in history, not all the virtues of Christian civilization, though 
— people possessed t em all, nor the surrender of the whole population to a 

willing martyrdom, could justify the despotism of the Mormon system to a 
people who have known the blessings of a free government. 


Wherever we find the principles of the Gospel in practical operation, we 
shall also find a government which has necessarily arisen out of the peculiar 
character of those principles, and which is perfectly adapted to them, in order 
to insure proper administration of Gospel laws and ordinances. Those who 
become Christians must yield an absolute allegiance to the principles of 
Christ, or to the Gospel, or they can not be Christians, hence, the word of 
God may be said to be arbitrary if not despotic, for it tolerates no choice of 
principles with respect to salvation, nor can it possibly divide its autocracy 
among the people. The same truths hold good when we speak of the govern- 
ment which arises necessarily from the practical administration of Gospel 
principles. It can not be divided; it can not be revolutionized; it can be only 
as it is; and so it, too, may be said tu be “despotic” in the same sense that 
the Gospel itself is. We perceive, then, that if all the virtues of Christian 
civilization were practiced by any people, they would be in an absolute sub- 
jection to those principles of virtue, and to the government which admini- 
stered them. There could be no alternative if any one practiced all the vir- 
tues which such civilization inculcates. The United States Government, 
then, has simply announced to the world and to Almighty God that the 
American people do not purpose to tolerate the practice of the Christian vir- 
tues, since they can not be practiced without strict obedience to the govern- 
ment of the Christian institution. If the religion of Christ makes men 
united and obedient to a religious government which must be pure and 
wholly Christian, because it springs from the proper administration of Chris- 
tian principles in their purity and fullness, why, then, the Government of 
the United States says there shall be no religion of Christ. If the Christian 
principles can not be systematically practised without an organization which 
must exist to insure their application, the American people purpose to sup- 
press them, and the Post echoes the sentiment. 

It is immaterial whether we admit “Mormonism” is the Gospel of Christ, 
or claim that it is of the devil, we shall find that wherever the true Gospel is 
administered in this world, all men or classes of men who become Christians 
shall be in subjection to its government, for Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness” (Rom. vi, 16). 
Under any other name than “ Mormonism” the Gospel laws, rites, ceremonies, 
ordinances, government and virtues would be just as obnoxious to the Ame- 
rican people; and they are not fighting a name, but a principle—a principle, 
too, which can not be otherwise than it is. It must not be inferred from any 
of the foregoing remarks that “ Mormons” are bound to yield to the “ Mor- 
mon” system. They can do so or not at their option. We simply affirm that 
if an individual wishes to go to God's heaven, he will have to reach it in God's 
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way, let that way be through the Gospel taught by the “ Mormons,” or by 
another people. 3 

The proposition of the American people that it would avail the Mormons” 
nothing should the whole population surrender themselves to a willing mar- 
tyrdom for their cause, is suggested by the fact that many of the “ Mormon” 
people are actually suffering in the manner indicated. Just what consistency 
there is, however, in speaking of an insupportable despotism in one breath, 
and then in the next talking of people yielding themselvés willing martyrs 
to that despotism—of willingly suffering for the cause of their own slavery, 
though they know that Freedom is tearfully begging them to rush to her 
embrace—of willingly suffering martyrdom for the sake of perpetuating the 
instrument of their suffering; we leave the readers of the Post article to judge 
for themselves. Perhaps some of them may think the galling yoke doesn’t 
gall. To the Saints such language is balderdash—vaporous, verbal effusion, 
and nothing else, and it amuses them to think that people who have experi- 
enced the alleged “ Mormon” despotism like it, and are willing to suffer for 
it, while those who have never felt any of its influences howl about it as 
though they were actually in slavery themselves. 

The Post further charges that 


The affairs of the (“ Mormon”) community are conducted on the lines of a 


polity which tend to the enrichment and aggrandizement of the few at the 
expense and degradation of the many. * The chief evil is the strength 
of an organization which 4 the leaders to amass great wealth by play- 
ing upon the credulity of a hard-working, frugal and ignorant population. 
* * The Elders of the Church are probably as astute and unscrupulous a 
gang of scoundrels as ever preyed upon their fellow-creatures. 


The Post does not leave us in doubt respecting the manner in which the 
alleged preying is effected; for, speaking of a sermon which the Post writer 
heard in Salt Lake City delivered by Elder McKenzie, it says: 


The sermon was concluded with an appeal to the faithful not to discon- 
tinue their voluntary tithes in spite of the threatened confiscation by the 
Government. To my great satisfaction I heard that this frequent appeal is 
often disregarded now, and the elders are experiencing much difficulty under 
the new regime, in collecting their plunder. 


In view of what the Post says respecting the threatened confiscation of the 
tithes collected from the Mormon” people, it would seem more in accord 
with the truth to say there is difficulty in collecting governmental “ plunder,” 
instead of “ plunder” for the Elders. It appears strange, too, like one of 
those things which no one can find out satisfactorily, why the “ Mormon” 
people should take the alarm at the first indication of being “ plundered” by 
the Government and cease paying their tithes, while they have not adopted 
such a course though “ plundered” for years by the Elders, and until some of 
the latter became greatly enriched, according to the Post. The way that 
journal has blundered through the case, it looks as if the masses of the “ Mor- 
mon” people do not object to being “ plundered” except by a “scoundrel” 
outside the Church. This isa phase of “ Mormon” character but few people, 
doubtless, have thought of before, but now that it has been discovered, it 
may suggest to the United States Government a peaceable and easy solution 


of the confiscation business. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


| 


38 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 


Wz are in receipt of a long letter from Elder F. F. Hintze, who writes from 
Haifa, Palestine, December 22, 1888. Portions of his letter, which are of 
general interest to the Saints, are given herewith: 

“T arrived here two days ago. My trip has been extended much further 
than I contemplated; but I now look back upon my labors with much satis- 
faction, for thousands have received more or less testimony, and a great inter- 
est is manifested in many places. At Marash and at Ainteb the people 
flocked around me by scores, and from early morning until late in the evening 
asked questions concerning the Gospel. I have visited twelve cities on my 
trip, and have remained from one to two weeks in each of a majority of them. 
In Sivas, however, I remained a month, and there the greater part of the 
work has been done. This was effected greatly through the instrumentality 
of Brother Shahabian, who providentially came to Constantinople about 
eighteen months ago. While in that city he heard my testimony, and return- 
ing straightway, he sowed the Gospel seeds, and they have borne good fruit. 
Of course, in my hurried trip, I could not expect to reap much; yet I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that my testimony has been believed. At Ainteb 
two persons demanded baptism, but I advised them to wait until my return 
in the spring. Many are investigating. We need more missionaries. Elders 
Sjodahl and Locander shall be very welcome, both by the Saints and our 
friends here; and of the latter we have many. I first met Brother Sjodahl a 
little more than two and one-half years ago, in Christiania, Norway, and 
there bore my testimony to him, and now he comes to be my fellow-laborer. 
Is not that a blessing? I rejoice exceedingly at the prospect of meeting him. 
* * The Saints feel well. A Russian lady has been baptized, and 
she is filled with a desire to labor in Jerusalem, and for her countrymen espe- 
cially. Thousands of Russians visit that city yearly, and many of them, she 
says, are really honest, but are woefully blinded. * I have had some 
rough times, and have encountered dangers; but God has borne me up, and 
brought me in safety to this sacred land. * * We need a good, faithful 
man—a native—to translate, for we, being foreigners, can scarcely do it pro- 
perly. Iam not master of the language yet, though I speak it quite fluently. 
I think, however, that we have found the mau we need. He is a ‘teacher in 
one of the colleges, and is investigating, and I hope the Lord will bring him 
into His fold, that he may be an instrument to bring the Gospel to this 
people.“ 


MINUTES OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE SCOTTISH MISSION, 
HELD AT 87, GALLOWGATE, GLASGOW, SUNDAY, DEO. 30, 1888. | 


— 
MEETINGS were held at 11 a m., 2 and; taker, President of, and W. L. Stew- 
6-30 p.m. art, E. B. K. Ferguson, E. G. Gowanus, 


Elders from Utah present: Apostle E. M. Perkins, S. Low, W. G. Adam- 
George Teasdale, President of the son, and E. W. Swann, Traveling 
European Mission; Samuel T. Whit- Elders in the Scottish Mission. There 


<> 
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were also present H. M. Payne, Presi- 
dent of, and E. Sloan and S. Nelson 
Traveling Elders in the Irish Mission. 


The first speaker at the morning 
meeting was President Whittaker, 
who gave a few words of counsel in 
regard to the manner in which the 
Saints might be benefited to the great- 
est extent by Conference meetings. 

The Church authorities as presented 
to and accepted by the Saints at the 
last general Conference of the Church, 
held in Salt Lake City, were then 
proposed for their respective offices; 
all were unanimously sustained by the 
vote of the congregation. The names 
of the Twelve Apostles, as sustained, 
are Wilford Woodruff, President of 
the Quorum; F. D. Richards, Lorenzo 


Snow, George Q. Cannon, Brigham 
Young, Joseph F. Smith, Moses That- 
cher, Francis M. Lyman, John Henr 


Smith, George Teasdale, Heber 
Grant and John W. Taylor. 

The statistical report for the year 
ending December 31st was then read. 
The financial report not being fully 
prepared, its reading was deferred un- 
til the next District meeting. 

Elder Swann said he felt that he 
was engaged in the work of God; and 
continued his remarks by discussing, 
in a brief manner, the first principles 
of the doctrines of Christ. 

Elder Perkins, since arriving in this 
country as a missionary, had realized 
the loss he had sustained, because he 
had in past days neglected to improve 
his spare moments as he might. He 
felt that God is his dependence, and 
he desired the Saints to {remember 
him in their prayers. 

Elder Adamson looked upon this 
opportunity of meeting with the 

alnts as a very great privilege. He 
testified that this work, in which he 
is engaged, is of God; this fact he 
knows from the experiences he has 
already passed through since becom- 
ing a member of the Church of Christ. 
For instance, when but a boy, he con- 
tracted a severe iliness and in accord- 
ance with the united prayers of 
his mother and himself he was restor- 
ed to his accustomed health through 
the administration of the ordinance 
instituted in the Church for the heal- 


ing of the sick; although at the time 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 19 


of this administration his life was dis- 
— ay of by all who surrounded his 
; and on many occasions he has 
seen the providence of God manifested 
to assist the Latter-day Saints out of 
their difficulties in temporal, as well 
as in spiritual matters. 
Elder Ferguson deemed it also a 
leasure to meet with so many of the 
atter-day Saints, and said we need 
spiritual nourishment just as much as 
we need that which sustains our phy- 
sical system. He found from his ex- 
perience that people generally turn a 
deaf ear to the Gospel of Christ. 
Knew he was sent by the servants of 
God, who are divinely authorized 
to administer the Gospel ordinances. 
We should feel encouraged; the ex- 
periences we gain while on a mission 
are too valuable to be purchased with 
money. He was born in Scotland; 
emigrated when very young, and felt 
to thank God that such was the case, 
Sin and vice seem to be gaining 
ground in the world, while Christian- 
ity is losing. We are Latter-day 
Saints because, in a sense, we cannot 
very well help it. Nothing else on 
earth can satisfy us; we cannot be 
content with anything but the 
everlasting Gospel, which is the power 
of God unto salvation, and has been 
restored to earth in our day through 
the instrumentality of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. The Gospel teaches 
mankind to be prayerful, virtuous, 
honest, and to accept everything that 
is really good for them, whether re- 
lating to temporal or eternal interests; 
if it were not for the Coe life, 
seemingly, would not be worth living. 
President George Teasdale said he 
was also highly pleased to meet the 
Saints in a Conference capacity. He 
related some interesting experience he 
had in Scotland on a former mission. 
Advocated the necessity of love and 
union and warned the Saints against 
holding any raucorous feelings in 
their bosoms towards one another; for 
they come from the devil. Weare re- 
quired to be pure in heart, let us not 
therefore harbor ill-feelings in our 
hearts against any one. The blessings 
of Abraham have been promised to us 
if we will live so as to merit them; 
these things are worth striving for, 
worth denying ourselves to obtain 


| 
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We cannot receive blessings while 
harboring bitterness in our hearts; 
the Lord can remove all such feelings 
from our souls. He asked the Saints 
to be kind to the Elders because they 
were absent from home, and reminded 
them that perhaps their sons may 
some day be in similar circumstances, 
and as they would like others to do 
to them, so do to these. 
2 p.m. 

In explanation, to the strangers 
present, of the Saints’ views on the 
sacrament, President Whittaker made 
a few remarks upon the importance, 
necessity, and benefits of the Lord’s 


supper. 
Rider Gowans felt pleased in the 
discharge of his duties; he had been, 
in common with his brethren, called 
from the ordinary avocations of life, 
and sent forth into the world, unpre- 
—— and unaided except by the 
oly Spirit, to proclaim the doctrines 
of an unpopular Gospel. He spoke 
very plainly on the principles of faith, 
— and baptism, etc., and tes- 
ified that the Gospel of Christ, as 
taught in latter days, is the same 
which He Himself taught anciently, 
and the same also which His disciples 
preached, and he declared that the 


same knowledge — — it is at- 
tainable by all who sincere — the 
doctrines of the latter-day ~{ 


Elder Sloan said, in presenting to 
the people the subject of the restora- 
tion of the Gospel, he wished to call 
attention to the vision of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, and to the 
interpretation given to that vision b 
Daniel, the inspired servant of 0 
remarking that the kingdom was to 
be set up in the days of those kings, 
a by the toes of the image, 
which are ten. The idea that Christ, 
in His day, set up that kingdom can- 
not stand rational investigation, be- 
cause there were not the required 
number of kings at that time, and he 
gave a logical discourse on the subject. 

Elder Low said that as irons 


pens iron, so do kindred spirits sharpen | 


each other when brought to 
upon the 

e have a special claim upon the 
Spirit of the Lord, because of our 
special conditions of life and work 
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True 


among the children of men. 
happiness ony — be in 
one way, © latter 

was the mouthpiece of the — — 
show us how to find that way, and we 
know as individuals that the testi- 
mony which he bore is true, and will 
be so demonstrated to all who will 
“come and drink of the water of life 
freely,” or, in other words, obey the 


—— — 

test blessings we can enjoy, t 

Just shall live by faith,“ and Pa the 
apostle, said that “faith cometh by 
hearing and hearing by the word of 
God.” We have a record of the birth, 
work, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and that is all accepted by 
Christianity to-day; but let us just 
change the scene and time of Christ’s 
ministrations, and then note the re- 
sult. Joseph Smith and Oliver Cow- 
dery had a vision in the Kirtland 
Temple; they saw the Son of God and 
conversed with Him. But this factis 
not accepted generally. Why? Because 
the present generation is very like 
some that flourished anciently. The 
people garnish the sepulchers of the 
dead n but reject the living 
ones and their testimony. Elder 
Payne bore a faithful testimony to the 
restoration of the Gospel and to the 
divinity of the mission of Joseph 
Smith. 

Apostle George Teasdale concluded 
the speaking services with a few ex- 
planatory remarks. 


6-30 p.m. 

Elder Nelson was the first speaker; 
said — come to mankind with a mes- 
sage from ; Our message is a mes- 
sage of life; we do not come believing 
only, but we come with a sure know- 
ledge that the m we have is 
true. If we keep not the Lord’s com- 
mandments, then we are in a worse 
condition 


30 

of our knowledge. It is necessary for 
fied that the Gospel restored by 
Joseph Smith in our day is the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and it has come to 
stay. No one can stop its onward 
progress. 

Apostle George Teasdale, | 
to — to the Gospel, 
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when he joined the Church prejudice 
ran high, he was treated coolly by all 
his friends; some tried to persuade 
him that he*had made a mistake, but 
he was sustained by a testimony from 
God. The —_ do not believe in 
Christ, for if they did there would be 
an end to priestcraft, mankind would 
study His sayings und seek first the 
kingdom of God, and its righteous- 
ness” and God would lead them unto 
His fold. The masses of the people 
believe in false teachers and their 
creeds, and follow idolatry and foolish- 
ness. The Church of Christ is built 
upon revelation. Joseph Smith was a 
true prophet; do you wish to be in- 
formed how I know this? I answer, 
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Him and not from man, whose breath is 
in his nostrils. This is the condition 
of the world, that light has come into 
it and men prefer darkness to light 
because their deeds are evil. He that 
loveth righteousness and hateth ini- 
quity cometh to the light, obeyeth the 

— shall stand on Zion's hill 
at the Lord's appearing. é 

President Whittaker followed with a 
few closing remarks bearing his testi- 
mony. 

A very profitable Conference was 
thus brought to a close. The meet- 
ings were greatly enjoyed by theSaints, 
and quite a number of strangers were 
present at the afternoon and evenin 
services, and a fine spirit prevailed all 


through the meetings. 


by revelation and by my experience. 
DonaLp Nosteg, Clerk. 


I would that all believed in God and 
in the Bible, and sought wisdom from 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


Flour shows no tendency for a decline in price for some time to come. 

Yellow flags in various parts of Salt Lake City indicate the existence of 
both diphtheria and scarlet fever. None of the cases are of a virulent type. 

Superintendent Sharp, of the Utah Central, has made his usual Christmas 
donation of ten tons of coal to the poor of the Twentieth Ward, Salt Lake 
City. 

There were recently a number of Utah’s bank magnates in Logan, and 
rumor has it that the establishment of an incorporated company to do a bank- 
ing business in that town is the object of their visit. 

Judge E. T. Sprague, who wus appointed Examiner to take testimony in 
the suit of the government against the Church, has decided that Receiver 
Dyer is entitled to $25,000 tor his services; and that Attorneys P. L. Williams 
und George S. Peters should each be paid $10,000 for counsel given to the 
Receiver. 

The people of Sevier County are building a large Stake Tabernacle at Rich- 
field, of red sandstone, which, when finished, will be a magnificent structure 
with a seating capacity of 3,000. It will be 120x70 feet, facing the east, with 
a tower 22 feet square on the front, and a vestry on the west measuring 34x22 
feet. The height of the main building will be 30 feet to the square. 

The characteristic benevolence of the “ Mormon” people is shown by a little 
item which comes from Pleasant Grove, Utah County, which place, by the 
way, is not alone iu this kind of g-uerous deeds: The Mormon” young men 
are hauling in their annual supply of wood for the poor of the Ward. The 
distribution is made according to the newds, and not according to the creeds, 
of the destitute. 


* 


